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Joyland - 
        Neversink Beach 
By Lynn M. Burns 
Historian , Town of Deerpark 
 
 
Evening Gazette ï June 1, 1921 

Neversink Bathing Beach 
Under New Management 

 
    ñMr. D. M. Mc Cathie has leased the 
Neversink Bathing Beach and picnic 
grounds to Messrs. Wm. Damon and 
Wm. Ryan, and the pavilion to Mr. 
George Gannon. These gentlemen will 
conduct the popular pleasure resort this 
season along the same lines that had 
been established by Mr. and Mrs. Mc 
Cathie, who have since the beach first 
opened,  maintained  it  as  a  high-class  
picnic ground, free from anything coarse 
or vulgar, a place where women, children 
and  whole   families  could   spend  an  
afternoon.ò 

 
Evening Gazette ï September 17, 1923 

Headline reads: 
 

Commercialized Sunday 
at Beach 

Danger to City Says 
Rev. Berg of Reformed 

Church 
 

     Plans were underway for an expanded 
beach park experience, however not all 
citizens were in favor of the idea. 
 
    ñAt the Reformed Church of 
Deerpark, Rev. William V. Berg spoke 
on the danger that threatens any commu-
nity in the effort being made to commer-
cialize Sunday, and especially urged the 
people of this city to consider what it 
would mean to Port Jervis if Neversink 
Beach is given over to an amusement 
park, which is allowed to operate seven 
days a week.ò 
 
   Rev. Berg stated,  ñThat the time to 
protest is now and not after the conces-
sion has been granted. Every project of 
this kind is put forth with the contention 
that it will aid in the development of the 

city, give it profitable advertising and be 
an aid to growth.ò 
      ñThe promoters contend that their 
resort would tend to promote the sale of 
lots on the adjoining property and the 
building of homes. This contention is so 
fantastic that it hardly needs comment. 
Can anyone imagine a person deliberate-
ly buying a lot for a home in proximity 
to a place frequented by holiday crowds? 
Do not take my word for it, ask any real 
estate man.ò 
     ñThe individual has the right to 
choose whether he attends a dance, a 
moving picture or takes a ride on a merry
-go-round. All is a matter of taste. But if 
the management introduces unwhole-
some, immoral or vicious elements, then 
it quickly becomes a public duty to bring 
such management to terms. So the matter 
of  allowing  an  amusement  enterprise  
at  Neversink  Beach is  decidedly  the  
publicôs business.ò 
      Despite Rev. Bergôs dire warnings, 
the park expansion was completed. It 
became an even greater area attraction, 
hosting  church  and  Sunday  School  
picnics,  celebrations  for  the  firemen,  
holidays, auto clubs and dance contests. 
Multiple newspaper ads document the 
many activities offered. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

30 Aug. 1924 
  P.J. Union 

28 May 1924 
P.J. Union 

 Evening Gazette ï March 25, 1924 

Big Plans Completed by  
Mr. Klein 

For Amusement Park at 
Beach 

Work Will Begin This Week  
 

Will Be Known as  
ñJoyland Park At Neversink 

Beachò 
 
     ñBenjamin Klein, the newest owner of the 
Neversink bathing beach, has completed plans 
for a conversion of the place to an amusement 
park and hopes to have the place ready for 
opening on May 29. 
 
     ñThe amusements to be erected include a 
ferris wheel, shooter ride, aeroplane ride, whip, 
childrenôs ride, car house, stage for free shows 
and a dance hall. 
 
     ñThe bathing house will be enlarged with a 
hundred rooms. A large car house will be built. 
The bridge across the brook will be widened. 
 
     ñMr. Klein also intends to have the road 
lighted from the railroad culvert to the park 
and of course there will be plenty of illumina-
tion at the park. It is also the plan to have an 
arch electrical entrance either at the culvert or 
at the head of Beach Road. 
 
     ñWork will begin this week and there will 
be plenty to keep carpenters and laborers busy 
for several weeks. The place will be known as 
ñJoyland Park at Neversink Beach.ò 


